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MACHIBATA.net—Innovation Hub for Community Development
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Abstract

Fujitsu Laboratories launched the Website Machibata.net in November 2011. Itisa
Website to link the individuals, organizations, and groups that are working to develop
communities and help them create new value in society. The name “Machibata’ is a
combination of the Japanese words for town (‘machi”) and flag ("*hata”), and the Website
is intended to act as a “flag” that is flown to inform people that the activity of community
development is being carried out. With Machibata.net, users can share the content of
community development, look for companions who have an across-the-board concern,
and be notified of events. Moreover, Machibata.net offers training for people to acquire
skills in covering (for the media) the attractions of a region and its important people
and facilities, and conveying that information. Machibata.net helps nurture human
resources that are active in the community and in interregional exchange from both
aspects of the real world and the Internet. In this paper, we describe the background
to the launch of Machibata.net, its purpose, the content of its services, its results, and
its future development.
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