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« OECDDTEHERE—HITHT—REHE-oTULVELV =8,
« BERAEICBITAIENERBEHEITAETER S (H23/9/1730) (TRELI-EFHF DO ER B
DI

« OECDMD) APTEAR D TE Z : Average length of stay (ALOS) is calculated by dividing the
number of bed—days by the number of discharges during the year (see definitions for bed—
days and discharges).

A bed-day (or inpatient day) is a day during which a person admitted as an inpatient is confined to a bed and in which the patient stays overnight in a hospital.
Inclusion

- Bed-days in all hospitals, including general hospitals (HP.1.1), mental health hospitals (HP.1.2), and other specialised hospitals (HP.1.3)

- Bed-days of healthy newborns

Exclusion

- Day cases

Notes

- The number of bed-days should be counted as the date of discharge minus the date of admission (for example, a patient admitted on the 25th and discharged on
the 26th should be counted as 1 day).

Hospital discharge is defined as the release of a patient who has stayed at least one night in hospital. It includes deaths in hospital following inpatient care. Same-
day discharges are usually excluded, with the exceptions of Chile, France, Korea, Norway, Poland, the Slovak Republic, Turkey and the United States which include
some same-day separations.

Healthy babies born in hospitals are excluded from hospital discharge rates in several countries (e.g. Australia, Austria, Canada, Chile, Estonia, Finland, Greece,
Ireland, Israel, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, Mexico, Spain, Sweden, Turkey). These comprise some 3-6% of all discharges.

Data for some countries do not cover all hospitals. For instance, data for Denmark, Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand, Poland, Sweden and the United Kingdom are
restricted to public or publicly-funded hospitals only. Data for Portugal relate only to public hospitals on the mainland (excluding the Islands of Azores and Madeira).
Data for Austria, Canada, Estonia, Luxembourg and the Netherlands include only acute care/short-stay hospitals. Data for Israel and Japan refer to acute care
hospitalisations.
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