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Essence of Individual Number System and Future Outlook
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Abstract

In Japan, the susceptibility of pension records to loss of integrity has been pointed out for over
40 years but the introduction of an individual number system was delayed because of the general
national sentiment against computerization for fear of violation of privacy and loss of jobs. In
the wake of the pension records problem that came to light in 2007, the Social Security and
Tax Number System (My Number System) was introduced. However, due to the past failure in
introducing two number systems—the green card system and the Basic Residents’ Registration
Network—people's negative sentiment has not been eradicated yet. In Japan, there are issues
peculiar to the use of kanji character for names such as an inability to identify individuals when
different kanji character codes are used by the administration and the private sector, and mistaken
identification caused by some people having the same family and personal names. My Number
System is required in order to solve these problems and reliably identify individuals. In the
modern age, in particular, our society is urbanized with digitization where information leakage
and diffusion must be assumed. In such society, use of individual numbers while confirming
people’s identity with My Number Card with a photo is essential in order to prevent identify
fraud. In the future, use of individual numbers is expected to spread to the medical field, family
registers and land management and what is now required of us Japanese is a logical mindset
for getting rid of the sentimental argument and thinking rationally. We believe that positive
discussions between people on My Number System will lead to future development of the nation.
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